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Synopsis

A follow-up to 2007’s highly successful FUBAR: Soldier Slang of World War |l, SNAFU covers the
slang of sailors and airmen, as well as soldiers. Military life has always been ruled by its own
language, specific sets of terms and phrases that separate the serving man or woman from their
civilian counterpart. There is the official version of ranks and acronyms, and the more unofficial,
colloquial language of the barrack room and battlefield - both are covered in this humourous look at
soldier slang.World War Il saw vast numbers of young men and women pass through the ranks of
the various armies involved, and they inherited and developed a vocabulary in response to their
unique situations - many of whose words and phrases have passed into the common vernacular
and are still in use right up to the present day. SNAFU explores the language and slang of the major
combatant powers, delving into their origins and explaining their uses, all illustrated with
contemporary cartoons and other images showing the phrases in use. Detailed sections are
included for each of the major combatants of World War Il, and additional appendices detail the

nicknames given to the major surface vessels and aircraft types of the war.
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Customer Reviews

a ceThis book documents the origins of acronyms, expressions and phrases that formed the
unofficial, colloquial language of barracks and battlefields before making their way into boardrooms

and bedrooms. To parrot just a few of the words from this book, if you want to put a smile on your



face while learning something about military history and the evolution of language, don’'t be a

'meathead.’ Just 'get on the ball’ and buy a copy of this book.a ¢ & *Toy Soldier & Model magazine

Gordon L. Rottman entered the US Army in 1967, volunteered for Special Forces and completed

training as a weapons specialist. He served in the 5th Special Forces Group in Vietham in 1969-70
and subsequently in airborne infantry, long-range patrol, and intelligence assignments until retiring
after 26 years. He was a Special Operations Forces scenario writer at the Joint Readiness Training

Center for 12 years and is now a freelance writer, living in Texas. The author lives in Cypress, TX.

This book continues where FUBAR leaves off. My rating of 5 stars is because | enjoy these types of
books. It is a look at the past not through the eyes of the officers but a look at a world through th
eyes of the enlisted men. Some of the slang doesn’t make sense that of the British and Germans of
World War Il and that maybe a problem for the casual reader. But give it a try and you will discover
things about our ally and our enemy during this war that you didn’t know. If you are offended by bad

language then be warned some of it is salty, but hey they were entitled it was their war.

Again another book one who wants tounderstand the military must have in their collection for
reference on military people. This will not only amuse you but leave you with an odd linguistic
understanding of the language those in uniform speak. Between this and FUBAR, you will have fealt
you have been thorugh basic and maybe even a little trades training yourself.S A Gallard CDCdn
Army Ret'd

good experience

My husband read about this book and FUBAR the companion volume and had to have them. He’s

having a great time reading them.

| always enjoy books on slang. It would be nicer if it had more origins of the words. Blah, Blah to fill

word requirements.

4.5 StarsA comprehensive collection of slang terms used during WWII. There’s a section for
different branches of the U.S. military (except the U.S. Army, which is featured in FUBAR), the

British services, and even a German section. Very enjoyable and put together well. Recommended



for history readers, especially ones interested in military history.Net Galley Feedback

Great! One word missing from the book of American military slang is "copacetic" meaning fine,
snappy, prime.
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